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INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 
SS-15 USIA-06 CPR-01 10-13 /085 W 

015538 120459Z/20 

R 120405Z DEC 77 
FM AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8793 
INFO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
CINCPAC 

CONFIDENTIAL VIENTIANE 1623 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PDIPLAAU 

SUBJ: TWO AUSTRALIAN DIPLOMATS DETAINED BY LAO AUTHORITIES 
REF: VIENTIANE 1587 

1 . TWO AUSTRALIAN DIPLOMATS WERE DETAINED BY LAO 
AUTHORITIES ON THE EVENING OF DECEMBER 10 AFTER THE TWO 
DROVE BEYOND THE POSTED LIMIT FOR FOREIGNERS TRAVELING 
ON THE PAKSANE ROAD. THE DIPLOMATS HAD GONE OUT IN 
SEARCH OF AN AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY VEHICLE AND ITS LAO 
DRIVER WHICH HAD EARLIER SET OUT FOR A POINT BEYOND THE 
LIMIT AND HAD FAILED TO RETURN. 

2. ONE AUSTRALIAN DIPLOMAT WAS RELEASED AFTER ABOUT 
FOUR HOURS DETENTION, AND THE SECOND WAS RELEASED 
SHORTLY THEREAFTER UPON THE INTERVENTION OF THE 
AUSTRALIAN AMBASSADOR. AT THIS POINT. THE AUSTRALIAN 
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VEHICLE AND ITS LAO DRIVER HAVE NOT BEEN RELEASED. 

3. THE AUSTRALIAN AMBASSADOR REPORTEDLY TOLD THE 
BRITISH AMBASSADOR THAT HE WAS NOT INCLINED TO LODGE A 
"STRONG" PROTEST OVER THE INCIDENT. 
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